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DIGEST:

1. equirement in IFS that successful bidder be A.S.H.Z. certified
and hold "A," "I," "U's or "PP" symbol stamps constitutes defini-
tdve responsibility criterion; therefore whether objective
evidence of compliance has been produced is matter cognizable by
GAD.

2. Affirmative determination of responsibility was supported by
objective evidence of compliance with definitive responsibility
criterion where uuccemewul bidder employed welder having requisite
certification; therefore, determination had reasonable basis.

X a X Welding snd Fhbtrcatora, Inc. (n S ), 'has protested the
award of a co-ntraet made by the AgAcultural Research Center, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, under invitation for bids (IF9) No. 177-E-AMS-TQ.
The 175 was for the installation of steam lines at the Agricultural
Research Center in Ueltsville, Maxyland.

Did. were opened on September 16, 1976. Jive bids were received
as follows:

Nechaneer, Inc. 86,552

Zinger Construction Company, Inc. 93,280

Dunton, Ine. 93,774

K a M 102,737

X & S Nechana-al Corporation 110,577

An award was made to Necehoeer; Inc. (Mechaneer), on Septembr: 30, 1976.
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By letter dated October 4, 1976, K * N protected the ward to
tbie Of fict on the grounds that MNchamner did not meet the qualifica-
tione for the micceeuful bidder contained iA the solicitation.

The contention made by X & M with ragard to Macheae^ri'i qualifica-
tions esuentially questions the ageacy'c affirmative deternination of
Kechaneet's responsibility. Am aSaeneral tule, this Office does not
review affirmative reuponsibility'deteruinationas unleu either fraud
is alleged on the part of the procuring officials or where the mollicita-
ticn contains definitive responsibility criteria wthch allegedly have
not been applied. Central Metal Products, Inc., 54 Coup. Gen 66 (1974),
74-2 CPD 64; Yardney Electric Corportion. 54 Camp. Gen. 509 (1974), 74-2
CPD 376.

In thiu came, the IF3 required "The succemuful bidder *hall be
A.S.M.E. certifird and hold 'A,' 'L,' 'U,' or '?P' symbol stamps."
Since there il definitive criterion of remponsibility contained in
the solicitation, our general policy of not reviewing affiruative
determination of remsonsibility is not for application.

The coutrarting officer statej that the above-cted requiie~int
was developed and ptji&. tn the solicitation to reflect the uinttua
atawdard of velding expertise deemed necesmary-for the job. Medhaneer
furnished the following on the welder to be employed: (1) National
Certified Pipe WeldingiBureau's record of welders' qualificatibn test
certifying thatithe taUder to be muployed is qualified in acebrdance
with *ect40nx X of the A.S.M.E. Boiler and PreauurcVe-ebel Code; (2)
record of tehte enomnded in accjrdance with the Amperlican Welding
Society Codes stating that the welder to be emilyyed is qualified: and
(3) A.S.M.E. stamp identification and certifid'ation for PP pipe velding
for the welder to be employed. Named on the foregoing information, the
contracting officer determin-d the welding expertise of the welder to
be employed by Mechaneer met the required standard of reaponsibility.

Our Office will not objct to a contracting officer'm determination
of responsibility unless it is shown to be without a reasonable basis.
See Leauco'Information Product. Inc , 53 Cou. Gen. 932;(1974), 74-l
CYD 31'. Here, the contracting officer had before his objective evidence
that the welder to be employed by Mechaneer aet the definitive respon-
sibility criterton. Furthermore, we do not agree with the protistera'a
Contehtion that Mechaneer was required to have the A.S.B;T. certifica-
tion in its own name to meet the definitive responsibilire crite'on.
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C" Ar ed erwtea Procuremet REgulation I 1-903.2(a)(i) (1975);
Xwee C rvlces Cograottqn, 55 Cao. Gm. 494 (1975), 73-2 CPD 341.
Tiirefore, we bellee t a *fflxruativ dctereination of recpon-

albDlity wm reamaoble.

lor the reuaauu diucuame -abate, the pruteet in denied.

beputy c tiolftu*o ril
of the United States

-3-




